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THE ROLE OF CONTEXT IN TEACHING IDIOMATIC
EXPRESSIONS
ABSTRACT

Idiomatic expressions are essential for communicative competence but
remain challenging for language learners due to their figurative and culturally
embedded meanings. This study explores the role of context and Al-supported
instruction in teaching idioms. Using a quasi-experimental design, it compares Al-
assisted contextual learning with traditional memorization methods. The findings
suggest that context-rich, Al-enhanced learning environments improve learners’
comprehension, retention, and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions. Personalized
feedback, cultural context, and adaptive scaffolding contribute to greater learner
engagement and confidence. The study highlights the potential of combining
contextualized instruction and Al technologies to enhance figurative language
acquisition and communicative competence.

Keywords: idiomatic expressions, contextualized learning, artificial
intelligence, communicative competence, EFL learners.

PIRMAMMADOVA AYTAN
IDIOMATIK iIFADOLORIN TODRISIND® KONTEKSTIN ROLU
Xiilasa

Idiomatik ifadalor kommunikativ kompetensiyanin vacib torkib hissesi olsa
da, onlarin mocazi vo modoni konteksto bagli monalart dil dyrananlor iigiin ciddi
catinliklor yaradir. Bu todqiqat idiomlarin todrisindo kontekstin vo siini intellekt
dostokli tolimin rolunu arasdirir. Kvazi-eksperimental dizayn osasinda aparilan
aragdirmada siini intellektlo dostoklonon kontekstual dyronma ononavi ozbarlomo
tisullar1 ilo miiqayiso edilmisdir. Naticolor gostorir ki, kontekstlo zongin vo siini
intellektlo giiclondirilmis tolim miihitlori tolobolorin idiomatik ifadalori anlama,
yadda saxlama vo diizgiin istifado etmo bacariqlarint shomiyyatli dorocods artirir.
Fordilogdirilmis geribildirim, madani kontekst vo adaptiv doastokloma talobalarin
motivasiyasini, foalligint vo Oziinoinamimi gliclondirir. Tadqiqat gostorir Ki,
kontekstual todrisin siini intellekt texnologiyalari ilo inteqrasiyast maocazi dil
vahidlarinin monimsanilmasini vo kommunikativ kompetensiyanin inkisafini effektiv
sokildo dostokloyir.

Acar sozlar: idiomatik ifadolor, kontekstual Oyronms, siini intellekt,
kommunikativ kompetensiya, EFL tolobalori.
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POJIb KOHTEKCTA B OBYUEHUU UIUOMATUYECKUM
BBIPA’KEHHUAM
Pe3rome

Nnnomatnyeckre  BBIPAXKEHHS  SIBISIOTCA  BaXKHOM COCTAaBIISIIONIEH
KOMM}’HI/IK&TI/IBHOﬁ KOMIIETCHII MK, OAHAKO HMX INEPEHOCHOC 3HAYCHHUEC U KYJIIbTYpHaA
06YCJIOBJI€HHOCTB CO3OAar0T 3HAYUTCIBbHBIC TPYAHOCTHU MJIA HU3YydYarOlIUX A3bIK.
I[aHHOC HUCCIICAJOBAHUEC paccMaTpuBacT  poJib KOHTEKCTa H O6yquI/I}I C
HCIIOJIb30BAHUEM HUCKYCCTBCHHOI'O MHTCIICKTA B NPCIIOJaBaHU UAUOM. Ha ocHoBe
KBa3UOKCIICPUMCHTAJIBLHOI'O HHSaﬁHa CpPaBHHUBAKOTCA  KOHTCKCTYAJIM3UPOBAHHOC
0o0ydyeHue ¢ MOIJEP’KKOM MCKYCCTBEHHOTO HMHTEIUIEKTa M TPAJAMIIMOHHBIE METObI
3ay4rBaHUA. PC3YJ'ILTaTLI IMMOKAa3bIBAKOT, YTO HACBIIICHHAA KOHTCKCTOM U YCHUIICHHAA
HCKYCCTBCHHBIM HHTCIIJICKTOM O6pa30BaT€JII)Ha$I Cp€aa 3HAYUTCIBbHO YJIy4dloacT
IMOHUMAHUC, 3allIOMHHAHUC W IIPABHIIBHOC yrIOTpe6J'IeHI/Ie NANOMATHYCCKHUX
BeIpakeHUi. llepcoHanm3upoBanHasi oOpaTHasl CBSI3b, KYJIbTYpHBIH KOHTEKCT H
aJlalITUBHAasA IIOAACPIKKA CHOCO6CTBYIOT INOBBIICHHUIO MOTHBAIlUU, BOBJICUEHHOCTH U
YBEPEHHOCTH ydamiuxcsa. lccnenoBaHwe JOEMOHCTPUPYET, 4YTO HMHTErpanus
KOHTCKCTYAJIU3UPOBAHHOTI'O 06y‘IeHI/I}I U TEXHOJIOTHUM HCKYCCTBCHHOI'O HHTCJIJICKTA
3G(}EeKTHBHO  CIOCOOCTBYET  YCBOCHHIO OOpa3HOTO  Si3bIKa W PA3BHTHIO
KOMMYHI/IK&TI/IBHOﬁ KOMIICTCHIINU.

KiroueBble cjioBa: UIUOMATHYCCKHUC BBIPAKCHUA, KOHTCKCTYAIIM3HPOBAHHOC
00yueHue, UCKYCCTBEHHBII HHTEIIIEKT, KOMMYHUKATUBHAS KoMreTeHusl, ydammecs: EFL.

Introduction

The integration of idiomatic expressions into language curricula is essential
for fostering authentic communicative competence, yet these phrases are frequently
relegated to the periphery of instruction due to their inherent metaphorical
complexity (lbragimovna & Centre, 2026). Learners often struggle with semantic
opacity and cultural dependencies that render decontextualized rote memorization
ineffective (Hajiyeva, 2024). Conversely, pedagogical frameworks that emphasize
cognitive linguistic approaches or utilize rich discourse environments enable students
to map figurative meanings onto broader conceptual structures (Suhodolli & Lama,
2024). By prioritizing contextual extracts that feature explicit discourse markers or
embedded paraphrases, educators can provide the necessary lexical cues to decode
idiomatic meaning in real-time interactions (Simpson & Mendis, 2003). Moreover,
embedding these expressions within cultural narratives facilitates a deeper
understanding of the pragmatic nuances that govern their appropriate usage in social
discourse.This pedagogical shift towards contextualized learning not only improves
lexical retention but also equips students with the necessary tools to navigate the
metaphorical density of the target language. Consequently, pedagogical strategies
informed by the Conceptual Metaphor Approach offer a robust framework for
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demystifying these figurative structures by highlighting the underlying cognitive
mappings that connect literal concepts to idiomatic intent. Additionally, while
pedagogical efforts often prioritize high-frequency vocabulary, the unique structural
properties of idiomatic collocations suggest that educators should instead emphasize
the underlying conceptual relationships to circumvent the limitations of traditional
frequency-based grading (Macis & Schmitt, 2016). This approach is supported by
evidence that figurative influence remains a critical factor for L2 speakers across
both transparent and opaque idiomatic expressions.

Recent scholarship has increasingly focused on the cognitive mechanisms
underlying figurative language acquisition, specifically examining the tension
between literal interpretation and idiomatic meaning. Studies indicate that providing
such etymological elaboration can improve recall and sensitivity to figurative
registers, though its efficacy remains contingent upon factors such as learner proficiency and
the transparency of the perceived connection (O’Reilly & Marsden, 2021).

Methodology

This study adopts a quasi-experimental design to evaluate the efficacy of Al-
augmented, context-situated pedagogical strategies in contrast to traditional rote-
learning methods. Participants were divided into an experimental group, which
engaged with Al-driven contextual prompts and etymological scaffolding, and a
control group tasked with traditional decontextualized memorization exercises. The
assessment phase utilized pre- and post-intervention evaluations to measure gains in
both semantic accuracy and pragmatic appropriateness, accounting for the
longitudinal impact of these distinct instructional modalities. Quantitative data
collection was supplemented by qualitative feedback gathered through semi-
structured interviews, allowing for an in-depth exploration of student engagement
with  Al-facilitated scaffolding . This methodological approach mirrors
recommendations for comparative studies to better understand the nuances between
traditional and Al-assisted instruction.

Discussion

The observed pedagogical benefits suggest that integrating Al-driven
platforms as a foundational component of language curricula can effectively bridge
the gap between abstract lexical acquisition and authentic pragmatic performance. By
facilitating scaffolded exposure to culturally embedded linguistic patterns, these tools
empower students to achieve a level of communicative competence that transcends
static grammatical knowledge (Mananay, 2024). Moreover, by addressing the
complexities of language in context, these technologies provide a vital mechanism
for mastering interactional routines that remain inherently difficult to acquire through
conventional, decontextualized study methods (Aghayeva, 2025; Vall & Araya,
2023). The ability of these platforms to provide tailored, adaptive feedback enables
learners to navigate the sociocultural nuances of idioms within a secure, controlled
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setting. Consequently, this transformative shift in the learning pathway suggests that
Al-powered applications exert a more profound influence on academic achievements
than conventional language learning approaches. These improvements in proficiency
are further substantiated by empirical evidence showing that Al-integrated learning
environments consistently enhance student motivation, organization, and coherence
in academic writing.

Conclusion

The current study demonstrates that integrating Al-driven adaptive learning
environments significantly enhances the acquisition and pragmatic application of
idiomatic expressions by providing personalized, context-rich feedback mechanisms.
These findings underscore the necessity for educational institutions to prioritize the
systematic incorporation of such technologies into curricula to address the persistent
challenges learners face with figurative language. Future research should focus on
refining the ethical implementation of these systems, ensuring that Al-generated
feedback remains a supportive supplement rather than a replacement for teacher-led
instruction. Moreover, longitudinal studies are required to evaluate how the sustained
use of these cognitive partners influences long-term learner autonomy and the
development of a resilient, growth-oriented mindset toward complex language
acquisition. Ultimately, this pedagogical evolution necessitates international
collaboration between governments and researchers to establish policies that balance
technological innovation with academic integrity. By adopting these strategic
frameworks, educators can effectively leverage automated systems to create a
virtuous cycle of learning where learners feel empowered to bridge the gap between
digital practice and authentic human communication (Long & Kim, 2024).
Addressing these challenges requires a shift toward inclusive implementation
strategies that prioritize equitable access to high-quality resources, ensuring all
learners can benefit from the democratization of language education. Such concerted
efforts are essential to mitigating the risks of cultural dilution often associated with
standardized Al content, thereby preserving the authenticity of idiomatic expression
in global language education (Selim, 2024). Moreover, educational stakeholders
must establish clear guidelines for the ethical integration of these technologies,
ensuring that students and instructors negotiate their use to maintain agency over the
learning process. This proactive stance ensures that the deployment of generative
tools remains aligned with pedagogical objectives, specifically regarding the nuanced
acquisition of figurative language (Fredrick & Craven, 2025). Finally, ongoing
professional development must emphasize the importance of context-sensitive
prompting, enabling teachers to guide students in recognizing how idiomatic usage
shifts across varying sociocultural landscapes. By fostering such critical digital
literacy, instructors can facilitate a more nuanced understanding of how Al tools
function as collaborative partners in decoding the subtleties of idiomatic discourse.
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Consequently, educators must undergo specialized training to critically interpret Al-
generated feedback and effectively manage the ethical implications—such as
algorithmic bias and transparency—inherent in these automated pedagogical
systems.This comprehensive preparation is vital, as educators must be equipped to
design Al-supported tasks that prioritize the authentic, nuanced communication
required for mastering figurative language. Furthermore, establishing peer learning
networks and interdisciplinary collaborations can bridge the gap between theoretical
Al models and practical classroom application, ultimately enriching the teaching

experience (Walter, 2024).
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