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SOME REQUIREMENTS FOR A CONTEMPORARY
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHER
SUMMARY

This article is aimed to consider the current role of a foreign language teacher.

It is evident that the role of the language teacher today is not as simple as in the
past. English language teaching has changed radically over the last generation. The
contemporary educational setting has considerably widened the spectrum of roles the
teachers have. Every day methodologists and researchers are discovering new factors
and ways that play an important role in language learning. At present, only
knowledge of the linguistic structure of the language is not enough for being a good
language teacher. Teachers should have a wide background knowledge of the social
environment that influences their learners, know and use different pedagogical
techniques, be able to acquire computer skills and use technologies in education for
giving presentations, sharing documents and uploading PDF files and other teaching
materials, etc.

The other criteria for being a good foreign teacher is the ability to gain awareness
of teaching : 1) by observing other teachers’ teaching, 2) self-observation, 3)action
research, and 4) by keeping teacher journals.

The more interest teachers have in gaining awareness of how they teach and the
more informed they become about what it is that they do in their classrooms and the
impact this has on their students, the more freedom they will have to direct their
teaching toward successful student learning.

Key words: knowledge, foreign language, teacher, ability, role, techniques

Writing about key criteria of teaching a foreign language, the first thing we need
to consider is the role of a foreign language teacher. It s a well-known fact that
teacher’s role in the classroom is great and it is impossible to give the whole list of
responsibilities the teachers have to possess. But one of prime responsibilities is to
facilitate students’ output i.e.to facilitate the execution of different tasks which will
encourage students to acquire a foreign language. Before attempting to encourage
important learning values in learners, the teachers should first consider their own
motivation and perceptions of learning. For this purpose, teachers have to justify the
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value of the content and the objectives of the lesson and only then students will have
a stronger reason to attend the classes.

Let’s study some main qualities of a motivational teacher. We can divide these
qualities into three categories:1) professional knowledge 2) professional skills and 3)
attitude

Let us study each category. First is professional knowledge.

Knowledge should be in the first place otherwise the students will be
misinformed. What do we imply by professional knowledge?

e knowing the subject very well and keeping it up to date

e knowing about theories of learning and teaching

¢ understanding the problems the students can face with

o the ability to react to students’ questions and answer them with the expected
level of professionalism

In one sentence, it is a combination of subject matter expertise with pedagogical
knowledge and an understanding of students and their learning processes.

What do motivational teacher’s skills include?

e being creative

e providing sufficient assistance and challenge to students

o the ability to vary the pace of lessons

e the ability to use a variety of materials and methods to make their lessons
interesting

o the ability to work with mixed level of students

o the ability to help students to work independently

e the ability to help students to correct their mistakes without dismotivating
them

The good language teacher needs to have a positive attitude to what happens in
the class and be patient to his students. Positive attitude implies:

e interest in students as individuals i.e. understanding students’ individual
needs

e being enthusiastic and encouraging

e having a sense of humor

e being friendly and helpful

e helping to create a good friendly atmosphere in the class

e providing feedback for learners which can help teachers better understand and
meet their learners’ needs.

There are many more criteria that a motivational teacher has to possess in order to
hold the attention of a class and make learning enjoyable and effective.

The other significant requirements to the teacher is organizing a lesson and
managing a classroom.
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One of the main important parts of organizing a lesson is setting up activities in a
proper way. Firstly, the teacher has to get all the learners’ attention. The instructions
given to the students should be brief and clear. Bearing in minds the learners’ level
the teacher should think about complexity of language, number of words used, speed
of delivery, and how many instructions were given at any one time. The best way to
do it while teaching online is to present them in Power Point or write on the
whiteboard providing a demonstration of the activity. Nevertheless, it is possible that
some students cannot understand or misunderstand the task. By asking questions
referring to the task, the teacher can check the comprehension of the assignment.

No less important role does play clarification of the purpose of the task i.e. if the
purpose of the assignment is obvious to the learners. It will help to motivate the
students. Secondly, once the teacher has checked the comprehension of the
instructions, the next step will be monitoring the students’ activity in progress to
make sure that they all are on task.

All the activities planned to be provided in the class have to be focused on the
class; firstly, the teacher should take into consideration the level of learners in the
class: which students are stronger, middle, weaker; secondly, what they are capable
of; thirdly, which students tend to initiate classroom talk more often and which
students tend to hide, or being shy; and finally, what types of activities the learners
respond well to.

In brief, the purpose, the tasks, and the questions the teacher sets for the learners
should be motivating because the aim of teaching foreign language is to develop
language skills rather than merely to test understanding. Teachers need to identify
activities which will lead to communicative, authentic use of language.

According to the purpose of the lesson a teacher can use different types of
techniques, such as

1) Test teach test (Test to see what the learners know and create a need for the
target language; teach-present the language; test-practice using the target language).

2) Presentation Practice Production (presentation i.e. a new language is taught;
practice-learners practice the new language in a controlled way through exercises;
production-learners practice the language in a less controlled and freer way using
communicative activity).

3) Guided discovery when learners are working out the language structures
themselves with some guidance from the teacher.

4) Task based learning when learners complete a task rather than looking at a
specific area of language; for example, filling in the gaps. By completing a task,
learners are practicing a range of language and are learning new language when they
need it.

5) Total physical response when learners act out or respond to the target words
without speaking.
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All these teaching methods make the lessons diverse and interesting. The teacher
himself has to choose the appropriate technique to achieve the purpose of the lesson
since they have some advantages and disadvantages. For example, total physical
response, unfortunately,

cannot be widely used in remote lessons.

Besides the above mentioned criteria, there are many more roles for the teacher.
They include observation of other teachers’ teaching. Fanselow (1988) points out,
teachers can see their own teaching in the teaching of others, and when teachers
observe others to gain self-knowledge, they have the chance to construct and
reconstruct their own knowledge.

A second approach to awareness of teaching is self-observation. Like observation
of other teachers, it is possible for teachers to video-or audiotape their own teaching,
and review the tape while using a tally sheet or taking descriptive notes of the
classroom interaction to study.

A third approach to awareness of teaching is action research, which is defined as
self-reflective inquiry initiated by teachers for the purpose of improving their
classroom practices. As Allwright and Bailey point out (1991:44), such a process
“allows teachers who wish to investigate events in their own classrooms to take
constructive steps towards solving immediate problems, systematically reflecting on
the outcome”.

A fourth approach is keeping teacher journals or diary studies which provide
another way for teachers to gain awareness of their teaching. Bailey (1990:215)
defines a teaching journal as “a first —person account of a language-learning ot
teaching experience ...and then analysed for recurring patterns or salient events”.

As it is seen from this study, the roles of modern teachers of foreign languages is
diverse.We teachers, should remember that it is the primary responsibility of the
teachers to equip the students with necessary knowledge and supply all their
academic needs in order to mould their future.
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C.BEPIMEBA
HEKOTOPBIE TPEBOBAHUA K COBPEMEHHOMY YUUTEJIIO
NHOCTPAHHOI' O A3BIKA
PE3IOME

[lenp naHHOWM cCTAaTbU - PACCMOTPETH COBPEMEHHYIO DOJb IIPENOAABATENsSA
MHOCTPAHHOTO fA3bIKA.

Od4eBUIHO, YTO pPONb IPEMNOJABATENI HMHOCTPAHHOIO S3bIKA CETOAHSI HE TaK
IIPOCTa, KaK B MPOILJIOM. 3a IOCJIEAHEE IOKOJEHHUE IPENoJaBaHuEe aHIJIMICKOTrOo
A3bIKa  paJuKagbHO  M3MeHmiock. CoBpeMeHHas  oOpa3oBaTenbHas — cpefa
3HAYUTEJBHO pacllMpuiia CIEKTp poJiel npenoaasatens. Kaxaplid 1eHb METOIUCTHI
U HCCIIEJOBATEeNId OTKPHIBAIOT HOBBIE (DAKTOPBI U CIIOCOOBI, KOTOPHIE HIPAIOT
BAOXHYIO poOJIb B H3YYEHUM s3blka. B Hacrosmiee BpeMsl TOJIbKO 3HAHUSA
JMHTBUCTUYECKON CTPYKTYPBHI SI3bIKa HEJOCTATOYHO JJIsi TOTO YTOOBI OBITH XOPOIINM
IpernoiaBaTesieM S3bIKa. YUWTENs MOJDKHBI 00J7anaTh OOMIMPHBIMU 3HAHUSIMH O
COLIMAJIBHON Cpelie, BIMSIOIIEH Ha y4alllUXcCs, 3HAaThb M HUCIOJb30BaTh pa3jIM4YHBIC
Nearornyeckie MPUEMBbl, BIIAJECTh HAaBBIKAMH pPAOOTHI C KOMIBIOTEPOM M YMETh
UCIMOJIb30BaTh TEXHOJIOTUU B O0pa30BaHMM Ui MPOBEJEHUs Mpe3eHTaluil, oOMeHa
JIOKyMeHTaMu, 3arpy3ku PDF-¢aiinos u qpyrux yueOHbIX MaTe€pHaoB U T.1.

Jpyrum KpuTepueM Ajsl TOro, YToObl CTaTh XOPOIIUM y4YHTEJIeM MHOCTPAHHOTO
A3bIKa, SBJSETCS CIIOCOOHOCTh MPUOOpEeTaTh 3HAHMS O MpenojaBaHuu: 1) Habmoaas
3a MpenojjaBaHueM JpYyrux yuurenei, 2) camoHabuoas, 3) NpoBOJIs UCCIIE0OBAaHUS
1 4) Belis THEBHUKHU.

Yem Oosblie y4yuTeds 3auHTEPECOBAaHbl B TOM, YTOOBI MOHATh, KaK OHH
IPENoAaoT, U 4eM 0oJible OHU UH(OPMHUPOBAHBI O TOM, YTO UMEHHO OHHM JI€JaloT B
CBOMX KJIaccaX M Kakoe BIMSHHUE 3TO OKa3bIBACT HA YUYCHUKOB, TEM OOJIbIIe CBOOOIBI
y HUX Oyner, yToObl HampaBUThb CBOE IMPENOJAaBAHHE Ha YCIIEIIHOE OO0y4YeHHe
YUEHUKOB.

KutoueBble ciioBa: 3HaHHME, MHOCTPAHHBIN S3bIK, YUUTENb, CIIOCOOHOCTb, POJIb,
METO/IBI

SAIDA VERDIYEVA
MUASIR XARICI DIL MUBLLIMIND B9ZI TOLOBLOR
XULASO
Bu mogqalonin mogsadi xarici dil miislliminin miiasir rolunu nozaorden
kecirmokdir.
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Aydindir ki, bu glin xarici dil miiolliminin rolu ke¢misdoki kimi sado deyil.
Ingilis dilinin todrisi son nosilde k&klii sokilde doyisdi. Miiasir tohsil miihiti miiollim
rollarinin dairasini xeyli genislondirmisdir. Metodologlar vo tadqiqatgilar hor giin dil
Oyronilmosindo miihiim rol oynayan yeni amillor vo metodlar kosf edirlor. Hal-
hazirda yaxst dil miosllimi olmaq iiclin yalniz dilin linqvistik qurulusunu bilmak
kifayot deyil.Miuollimlor toloboaloro tosir edon sosial miihit hagqinda genis biliya
malik olmali, miixtolif todris Usullarint bilmoli vo istifado etmoli, kompiiter
bacariqlarina malik olmal1 vo togdimatlar etmok, sonadlori paylasmaq, PDF vo digor
tadris materiallarin1 yliklomok vo s. {igiin tohsilde texnologiyadan istifads etmoyi
bacarmalidir.

Yaxsi xarici dil miollimi olmagm digor meyari 1) digor miiallimlorin dors
dediyini miisahido etmokla, 2) 6ziinli miisahido etmoklo, 3) todgigat aparmagla vo 4)
giindalik tutmagla todris haqqinda biliklars yiyalonmok bacarigidir.

Miisllimlor onlarin neca dyratdiklarini anlamagda na gadar ¢ox maraqli olsalar vo
0z siniflorindo no etdiklori vo bunun talobalors tosiri hagqinda no godor g¢ox
molumatli olsalar, onlar 6z todrislorini miivaffagiyyatli olmaga yonsltmokds bir o
gadar sarbast olacaqlar sagirdlori Gyratmak.

Acar sozlar: bilik, xarici dil, miisllim, bacariq, rol, metodlar

Rayci: dosent G.B.Ohmadova
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