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THE STEPS IN WRITING THE RESEARCH PAPER

SUMMARY

A research paper is an extended formal composition based on information
gathered from a number of sources and on the thinking and judgment of the writer.
Since the preparation of such a paper involves the use of reference books, the search
for suitable source material in books and periodicals relating to the subject, as well as
the skills of planning and writing you studied in connection with shorter
compositions. A research paper is a piece of academic writing that provides analysis,
interpretation and argument based on in-depth independent research. Research papers
are similar to academic essays, but they are usually longer and more detailed
assignments, designed to assess not only writing skills but also your skills in
scholarly research writing a research paper requires you to demonstrate a strong
knowledge of your topic, engage with a variety of sources and make an original
contribution to the debate. As it is a more ambitious job, however, each step of the
planning, research, and actual writing assumes special importance. A poor choice of
subject or faulty organization is a flaw in a composition of any length. In a research
paper that may take weeks in the writing, such faults loom larger and become harder
to correct. One important difference between the research paper and other
compositions is the amount of time the research paper requires. The preparation of
research paper takes weeks to complete. To use this time wisely, you will want to
plan your work carefully. Make out a definite shedule, that will permit you to work
through each stage in a thorough and unhurried way.

Each research paper is different, but all research papers have certain things in
common. From the experiences of others facing the same problems, a standard
procedure and form has been developed.

Seven Steps in Writing a Research Paper

1. Selecting and limiting the subject

2. Preparing a working bibliography

3. Preparing a preliminary outline

4. Reading and taking notes

5. Assembling notes and writing the final outline

6. Writing the first draft

7. Writing the final draft with footnotes and a final bibliography
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While preparing the research paper you should select a subject that is suitable
for research and in which you have a genuine interest. Finding the right subject is
one of the most crucial steps in the whole process. If you make a poor choice of
subject, you will find it almost impossible to write a good paper. Some teachers
consider the choice of subject so important that they will assign a subject that they
know is manageable. If you are given a choice, these suggestions will help.

1. Choose a subject that interests you. You will be spending a great deal of time and
effort on the paper; it is important that the subject you choose is one that you want to
learn more about.

2. Avoid straight bibliography. Although it is sometimes possible to write a
successful research paper on a person’s life, this kind of subject presents problems
that you will do well to avoid. If the person is well known, full-scale bibliographies
are likely to exist and you will find it hard to avoid rehashing a book or encyclopedia
article; if the person is not well known, or if there happen to be no good biographies,
the problems of assembling enough material to document the person’s life and
accomplishments will be difficult.

3. Choose a subject of significance. The hours you spend in research on a subject
should add to your stock of knowledge as well as provide the important material for
your paper. Avoid topics that do not seem to be of lasting importance.

4. Choose a subject that can be presented objectively. A research paper is not the
place for arguments and persuasion. The second step is to limit your subject so it
can be handled within the length of your paper. Many students err initially by
choosing too broad a subject and soon run into serious problems, either they must
spend endless hours producing a paper much too long, or else they do a very
superficial job. Once you have settled on a subject, your next step is to begin your
search for source material. You will not find an encyclopedia article on your specific
subject-at least you won’t if you have limited your subject properly. What you will
find is a general article on the larger subject of which yours is a part. Such an article
will give you a broad view of the whole subject and may suggest related ideas that
you will want to bear in mind as your idea gradually takes shape. This introductory
article may also suggest a modification in your original subject.

Once you have thought through your general subject and have done some
background reading, you are ready to bring your subject into sharper focus. Try to
state in one sentence the thesis, or purpose, of your paper. The thesis is a statement of
your purpose —what you intend to show in the paper. In a more formal sense it is a
proposition to be proved- and the proof is in the rest of your paper. The thesis, or
statement of purpose, is to the longer paper what the topic sentence is to the
paragraph.

Later on as you work through the paper you may wish to revise your thesis;
stating it as sharply as you can at this stage, however, will direct your thinking and
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make your note-taking more efficient and productive. At the stage of preparing a
preliminary outline as a guide for reading and taking notes you have a stack of cards-
your working bibliography- and a clear statement of the purpose of your paper. Your
next step is to prepare a rough outline that will suggest the general heading under
which you will be taking notes. Begin by thinking through your subject to see what
major divisions and subdivisions suggest themselves. Using these as outline topics,
make your preliminary outline. Do not worry about matters of style or about the final
organization of the topics. As your reading progresses, you will find that some topics
turn out to be irrelevant or inadequately covered in the sources. On the other hand,
your reading will suggest new topics that you will want to include.

When you are ready to draw up preliminary outline, follow these suggestions:
1. Put the title of your paper at the top.

2. Immediately below the title, write the word purpose followed by a statement of
your purpose.

3. Follow standard outline form.

4. Do not include too much detail in your preliminary outline. A three-step outline
should be sufficient; more detail will be added as you go along.

The next step is to take notes on your reading classified by topics in the
preliminary outline. With your working bibliography and preliminary outline before
you, you are ready to continue your reading. Now you have a clear idea of exactly
what you are looking for. Never read sources for a research paper without taking
notes on your reading. Even for the main points in a paper, your memory is an
unreliable guide. When it comes to detailed references and quotations, you must have
a full and accurate record of the material you have accumulated. A research paper
should not be collection of quotations from various authors on one subject. However,
it is outright dishonesty to pass off another person’s words as though they were your
own. Summarize and paraphrase but do not copy unless you intend to use the quoted
material within quotation marks in your paper. With your final outline as complete as
possible, you can put your information and ideas on paper. The rules and suggestions
for writing a first draft will help you here. Above all, remember that this draft is
meant for your eyes alone. Matters of style and form, the mechanics of punctuation-
all these can be ignored. Simply set your ideas down fully and freely, in a form that
you will be able to follow when the time comes for polishing and revision. Except
for the inclusion of footnotes and the preparation of the final bibliography, the final
draft of a research paper presents the same problems as the final draft of any
composition. Facts and ideas in your research paper should be documented by
detailed references to their sources. In your first draft these references took the form
of numbers keyed to your note cards and working bibliography. In the final draft
these references must be spelled out in footnotes. A footnote is a reference,
explanation, or comment placed below the main text on a printed page. Footnotes are
identified in the text by numeral or a symbol. In research papers and reports,
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footnotes commonly acknowledge the sources of facts and quotations that appear in
the text.”Footnotes are the mark of a scholar,” says Bryan A. Garner.
“’Overabundant, overflowing footnotes are the mark of an insecure scholar —often
one who gets lost in the byways of analysis and who wants to show off’’. The final
bibliography should include only those books and articles that you actually used; that
is, the sources referred to in your footnotes plus any additional sources which played
an important part in the preparation of your paper. In style and form, your final
bibliography will differ from the working bibliography only in certain details, but
these details are important. You should remember that the bibliography is your
support for every statement in your paper. All items of information should be
separated by commas; use a period at the end of each entry. In your reading for the
research paper, you will encounter a number of scholarly abbreviations, established
by long usage. A short checklist of the most common abbreviations is given below.
c or copyright ; used before a date to indicate the year in which copyright was
obtained
c., ca. about (from the Latin confer); always printed in italics or underlined
ch. chapter, chapters
e.g. for example (from the Latin exempli gratia)
i.e. thatis (from the Latin id est)
p., pp. page, pages
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M.®a3zuan3age

3TAINBI HATUCAHUSA UCCJIEJJOBATEJIBCKOM PABOThHI
PE3IOME

HccnenoBatenbckas paboTa - 3TO pa3BepHyTOe OQUIMAIBLHOE COUYMHEHHE,
OCHOBaHHO€ Ha MH(pOpMalnH, MOJYYEHHON U3 HECKOJIbKHUX MCTOYHHKOB, a TAaK)Ke Ha
pPasMBIIIICHUSAX U CYXIeHHsX aBTopa. IloaroroBka Takoi pabOThI MpeAroiaraert
WCIIOJIb30BAaHNE CIPAaBOYHOW JIMTEPATYpPHl, MOHWCK MOAXOMSIIET0 HMCXOAHOTO
MaTepualla B KHArax U MEPUOAUYECKHUX U3JAHUAX, OTHOCAIIUXCSA K TEME, a TaKKe
HaBbIKM ITUIAHUPOBAHMSA W HANMCAaHMs, KOTOpble Bbl M3y4dald B CBsI3U C Ooiee
KOPOTKMMHM COUYMHEHHsIMU. MccnenoBarenbekas paboTa - 3T0 Hay4HOEe COYMHEHUE, B
KOTOpPOM IIPEJCTABIICHbI aHAJIN3, UHTEPIIPETALUA U apryMEHTalMsl, OCHOBAHHbIE Ha
rIIyOOKOM CaMOCTOSITENIbHOM HcciiefnoBaHuu. MccnenoBarenbckie paboThl MOXOXKHU
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Ha aKaJeMHMYeCKHMEe 3CCe, HO OHHM, KakK IpaBWIo, JJIMHHEe WU IOoJpoOHee,
npeHa3HaYeHbl JUIS OLEHKM HE TOJIbKO HABBIKOB IHCbMa, HO W BallMX YMEHHH
IPOBOJIUTH HaydHble HccienoBaHud. Hamucanue wuccnenoBaresbeckoil paboThl
TpeOyeT OT Bac NOKa3 IIIyOOKMX 3HAHUI 10 Bamle Teme, HCIOIb30BaHUE
pa3sHOOOpa3HbIX MCTOYHMKOB M BHOCA OPUIMHAJIBHOIO BKJIAAAa B JUCKYCCHIO.
Opnako 910 Oosiee amMOMuMO3Has paboTa M KaXKIBId S3Tal  IUJIAHUPOBAHMUS,
UCCIICIOBAaHUsSI M COOCTBEHHO HallMCaHUsA IHpuoOperaer o0co0oe 3HadyeHue.
Heynaunerii BbIOOp TeMBl WJIM HEMpPaBWIbHAS OPTraHU3aIMsl - 3TO HEAOCTATOK B
HalMCaHUM COuYMHEeHusA. B uccienoBatenbckoil pabore, Ha HamucaHue KOTOPOH
MOXET YWTH HECKOJIBKO HE/IeNb, TAKMX HEIOCTATKOB OOJNbIIe M HMX CIOXHEE
ucnpaBuTh.OHO U3 BaXHBIX OTJIMYMHA HCCIIEAOBATENBLCKOM paboThl OT Jpyrux
COYMHEHUH - O3TO KOJHMYECTBO BPEMEHH, KOTOpOE TpeOyeT HCCiIe0BaTelbCKast
pabota. IloaroroBka wHccieqOBaTENbCKOM pabOThl 3aHMMAET HECKOJIBKO HEElb.
UroObl UCIONB30BaTh ATO BpeMs C YMOM, BaM HY)KHO TIIATEIBHO CIIAHUPOBATH
cBolo pabory. CocraBbTe omnpeeneHHbli rpaduK, KOTOpPHIH TO3BOJIUT BaM
TIIATEIBHO U HETOPOTUIUBO MPOPa0O0TATh KaXKABII JTAIl.

Kaxnas uccnenoBarenbckass paboTa OTIMYaeTCsl OT JPYroil, HO y Bcex
HCCIIEIOBATEIbCKUX PAa0OT ecTh 00mue yepTel. Ha ocHOBe ombITa APYrux JroneH,
CTOJIKHYBIIMXCSI C TE€MH K€ Ipobiemamu, Oblia pa3paboTaHa CTaHJapTHas
nporeaypa u popma.

CeMb 3TanoB HaMCAHUS MCCIEI0BATENbCKON pabOTHI:

1. Bb106op 1 orpaHrueHue TEMbI

2. IloaroroBka paboueit 6udarorpapuu

3. IloaroroBka mpeABapuTEIHLHOTO KOHCIIEKTA

4. YreHue u BeIeHUE 3aMETOK

5. COop 3aMeTOK 1 HallMCaHWE OKOHYATEIILHOTO KOHCTIEKTa

6. Hanncanue nepBoro yepHOBHKa

7. Harmcanue OKOHYATEIBHOTO BAPHAHTA CO CHOCKAMH M OKOHYATEIbHOM
6ubnuorpadueit

KioueBble c/10Ba: HEAOCTATOK, NepecKa3, HesICHbIH, MOC/1e10BaTeIbHO,
HCKAkKaTh, 0OTKPOBEHHBIN

M.Fazilzadas
TBDQiQAT iSiNiN YAZILMASI ADDIMLARI
XULASO

Todgigat isi bir sira monbalordan toplanmis malumatlara ve yaziginin diisiinco
Vo miihakimasino osaslanan genis formal kompozisiyadir. Belo bir mogalonin
hazirlanmas: istinad kitablarindan istifadoni, movzuya aid kitablarda vo dovri
nasrlorda uygun monbs materialinin axtarisini, habelo daha qisa kompozisiyalarla
olagodar 6yrondiyiniz planlasdirma vo yazi bacariglarini shato edir.
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Tadqiqgat isi dorin miistaqil todgiqata asaslanan tohlil, sorh vo arqument toqdim
edon akademik yazidir. Todqiqat moqaloalori akademik esselora bonzayir, lakin onlar
adoton daha uzun vo toforriiatli tapsiriglardir vo onlar tokco yazi bacariglarini deyil,
hom do elmi todgiqatda sizin bacariglarinizi qiymotlondirmek ii¢lin nazorde
tutulmusdur. Todqiqat isinin yazilmasi sizdon mdvzunuz haqqinda giiclii biliyi
niimayis etdirmoyi, bir miitoxassislo olage saxlamagi tolob edir, miixtalif
monboalordon istifads edir vo miizakirayo orijinal t6hfs verir.

Ancaq daha iddiali bir is oldugu ii¢lin planlagdirmanin, arasdirmanin vo aktual
yazinin hor bir addimi xiisusi shomiyyeat kosb edir. Sohv mdvzu se¢imi istonilon
uzunlugdaki yazida qlisurdur. Yazida hoftalor ¢oka bilon toadqgiqat maqalssinds bu ciir
sohvlor daha da boyliyiir vo yazida diizslislor etmok ¢otinlosir.

Tadqiqat mogqalasi ilo digor yazilar arasindaki miihiim forq tadqiqat isinin tolob
etdiyi vaxtin miqdaridir. Todqiqat isinin hazirlanmast hoftolor ¢okir. Bu vaxtdan
agilli istifade etmok iiclin isinizi diqqetlo planlagdirmaq istoyacoksiniz. Hor bir
morholods hartorafli vo tolosmadon islomoyinizs imkan veracok miioyyon bir codval
hazirlaym.

Hor bir tadqiqat isi forqlidir, lakin biitiin tadqigat sonadlorinin miioyyon ortaq
cohatlori var. Eyni problemlarls iizloson bagqalarinin tocriibasindon standart prosedur
va forma islonib hazirlanmisdir.

Tadgigat moqalasinin yazilmasinda yeddi addim:

1. M6vzunun sec¢ilmasi vo mahdudlasdirilmasi

2. Isci bibliografiyanin hazirlanmasi

3. Ilkin variantin hazirlanmasi

4. Oxunulmasi va geydlarin aparilmasi

5. Qeydloarin y1g1lmasi va yekun variantin yazilmasi

6. Ik garalamanin yazilmasi

7. Son geydlarin y1gilmas1 vo yekun bibliografiya ilo yekun variantin yazilmasi
Acar sozlar: qiisur, tokrar, qeyri-miidyyan, ardicil, tohrif etmak, aciq-askar

Rayci: Fiologiya elmlori doktoru,dosent Méminat Omotova
torafindan capa tovsiys olunmusdu
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