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CONCEPTS OF COGNITIVE LINGUISTICS

Abstract

The article investigates the clarification of the term of “cognition” in cognitive
linguistics. Firstly, some explanations about the foundation of the cognitive
linguistics have been touched about, and then comprehensive information about
concepts has been analyzed. The article draws the attention to the fact that concepts
play a very crucial role in the process of cognition. The linguistic sources by various
scientists have been used to support the content of the article. A lot of linguistic
theories dealing with the stated problem have been referred to in the article.

The article states that concepts are known to be formed in the process of a human
being’s perception the world, or realities in it. The ideal contents of the concepts are
proved to be used to differentiate them from the language signs that are meant to be
material. They refer to our thoughts, in other words the concepts that are observed to
exist in a human’s brain are considered to carry purely mental character.

Key words: concept, brain, memory, linguistics, information, knowledge

Introduction.

It is not deniable that the term ‘cognitive’ is often used in linguistics. We find it
crucial to discuss the meaning of the notion of it. The term cognition covers the
processes of storing, receiving and transmitting any information in the human’s
brain. A man’s knowledge about the world, his/her way of thinking and how he/she
manages to think are known to be manifested as a result of the cognitive activity.

The categorization of the human’s experience happens because of the cognitive
activity. The meaningful information that a person acquires during any cognitive
activity finds its expression in the independent forms of a language. E.S.Kubryakova
writes about it: “Linguistic consciousness, in general and as a fragment of it, is a
form of structuring and recording people's social experience, knowledge of the world
..., a form of presentation and actual storage of knowledge in the individual's mind”
(Kubryakova 1977, p.90).

F.Y.Veysally has his own point of view about the stated problem. According to
his opinion, human cognition must be studied from a functional point of view. He
then claims that all cognitive activities are proved to be kept in the brain of a human.
“That is why the investigation of the living brains can be considered to be a relevant
feature for cognition’ he writes (Veysalli 2015, p.30).
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According to the cognitivism, human beings must be described and explained in
terms of information processing, and human behavior must be described and
explained in terms that reflect their inner state. These situations can physically be
detected, observed, and interpreted as obtaining, storing, processing, and then
mobilizing the information for a rational solution.

Since the solution to this problem is directly related to the use of the language, it
should be considered perfectly normal for language to be the focus of cognitivists.It
is noteworthy to state that at present, the term ‘cognitivism’ is meant to be presented
in the following form:

1) the program of the research of the ‘cognitive mechanism’ of a person;

2) to study the process of receiving information that is coming to a person
through different channels;

3) constructing a mental model of the world;

4) the establishment of the systems that provide different types of cognitive acts;

5) understanding and correcting ideas that is expressed in the natural language by
human and computer programs;

6) the development of a computer program model capable of understanding and
interpreting texts;

7) a wide range of mental processes that serve the acts of thinking (Veysalli
2015, p. 35).

It should be noted that the study of cognitive processes is also important in the
language acquisition. N.Chomsky is known to have some studies on this research. He
is said to use cognitive processes to ensure the adequacy of his theory.

N. Chomsky mainly explained his claims on the study of distant languages. The
mentioned scientist notes that a child’s language acquisition cannot be explained by
mechanical behaviorist models. He shows that the principles of genetic cognition are
active in the language learning, noting that learning is not everything, learning is
only the activation of a process, which is the same for all languages and is related to
other cognitive processes in the human’s brain (Chomsky 1972, p.180). All these are
the main factors that have caused the growing international interest in N.Chomsky. It
is necessary to underline that even today, its supporters and opponents are constantly
refining these ideas.

The American philosopher and cognitivist J.A.Fodor describes the general
cognitive system through three mechanisms: transductors (sensory receptors that
receive external stimuli, e.g., sound and light waves, etc.), input systems (special
cognition modules cover work-related systems and operates through transducers),
each input system operates individually (Fodor 1984, p.12). People are believed to
hear the voices of those who speak to them. For example, phonemes that are not
pronounced when receiving information and their distinguishing features are known
to be a means of perception.
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If there is a talk about the processes that take place in the brain, then it is
impossible to pass without remembering the meaning of the concept. Thus, concepts
belong to the human’s mind, and they have a pure mental nature. Research in
linguistics in the 90s focused on the concept, linguoculture, etc. in the cognitive
linguistics in which terms can be encountered. The most common among these terms
is considered to be the notion of ‘concept’. This term was used by S.A. Askold-
Alekseyev since 1928.

Different linguists tried to explain the meaning of the concept. E.S. Kubryakova
writes about it: ‘Concept is an operational unit of memory, mental lexicon,
conceptual system and brain language, worldview, quantum of knowledge’
(Kubryakova 1977, p.90).

V.I. Karasik explains the meaning of the concept as following: ‘A concept is a
mental structure of perceived typified fragments of meaning, which has a meaning
stored in human memory’ (Karasik 2004, p.59).

Z.D. Popova and I.A. Stern claim that the concept is a unit of thought, not of
memory. They believe that the main task of the concept is to provide a thought
process. The concept contains information, but we can say that it needs proof that it
is a unit of memory (Popova., Sternin 2007, p.135). F.Y. Veysalli writes that the
basis of cognitive research is the mental reflection of the surrounding world of
cognitive structures stored in the memory. He (F.Y.Veysalli) considers that the
smallest cognitive structure is a concept (Veysalli 2015, p. 35). In a general and
tentative sense, the concept serves to store knowledge about the world. The cognitive
system is the process of remembering subjective units of experience and dividing
them into data packets based on certain characteristics. Through these cognitive
structures, human activity in communication and understanding of the information it
sends is resolved. Any man is part of the world around him/her, so he (or she) must
be able to deal with the outside world and distinguish individual objects and classify
them. In “The Language of Thought”, J.A.Fodor argues that conceptual structures are
innate. Another linguist, D. Beckerton, is one of the scientists who claims that the
concept is innate. However, basing on F.Y. Veysalli’s views on this issue, we can
conclude that the process of conceptualization of cognitive linguistics today proves
that a man shows prenatal disposition. On the other hand, the mental concept reflects
the experience of the surrounding world (Fodor 1984, p. 100). A.Abdullayev writes
about concepts: ‘Concepts are internal representatives of separate fragments, aspects
of the surrounding world in the human psyche, i.e. they are inside us’ (Abdullayev
2011, p.189). Concepts as a whole are parts of knowledge that are protected,
activated and used during acts of thinking and speaking. They are units of meaning
that cannot be analyzed and cannot be broken down into smaller parts in the process
of cognitive processing of information. In short, concepts are believed to be
considered a characteristic of the spirit. The concepts that emerge in the human’s
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brain are the creation of events and things in the imagination, which leads to the
formation of things and events in the human’s brain. According to A.Abdullayev’s
claim concepts as a whole are observed during the acts of thinking and speech
activity (Abdullayev 2011, p.189). According to this scientist, concepts are parts of
the ‘knowledge’ that are activated and used. Therefore, in our own words, concepts
can be considered as units of meaning that cannot be analyzed and cannot be divided
into smaller parts in the process of cognitive processing of information. Many
authors note that the conceptual features of a concept differ in the degree of
abstraction.

The concept can be divided into the following three types of notions:
consciousness as a phenomenon, as the highest form of perception of reality,
thinking as a process of conscious perception of reality, and intellect as a mental
ability. It is known that consciousness exists in both animals and humans, and that
thinking and intellect belong only to humans. We would also like to emphasize that
there are some comparative problems in what we have mentioned. It is known that
consciousness exists in both animals and humans, and that thinking and intellect
belong only to a man. In distinguishing the meaning of a concept, it is important to
pay attention to the distinction between thinking and consciousness. According to
F.Y. Veysalli, the smallest concepts of cognitive structure is meant to be concepts.
The cognitive system performs the function of remembering subjective units of
experience. According to F.Y. Veysalli, as a person treats the external world and is
able to distinguish individual objects and divide them into classes, concepts are
formed in them. Signs of identity and equivalence are made possible by concepts
engraved in people’s memory.

One of the most important concepts of cognitive linguistics is the concept sphere.
Conceptual units are considered to be a field of information consisting of concepts.
This term was firstly used by D.S. Likhachev. The role of the brain in the human’s
behavior and in the formation of human’s language skills in general is undeniable.

Conclusion.

The process of concept formation in the mind is carried out through a language. It
should be noted that the connection of the consciousness with the surrounding world
is also realized through the language. Cognitive consciousness is connected to the
outside world and does not acquire the status of any other language. Based on the
writings of Z.D. Popova and I.A. Stern, we can say that language consciousness is
the part of the consciousness that provides a language (speech) activity: it is the
formation and perception of speech, and at the same time it can be considered the
retention of the language in the consciousness.

Concepts are completely accepted as parts of the knowledge that are protected,
activated and used during acts of thinking and speaking. Concepts are units of
meaning that cannot be analyzed and cannot be broken down into smaller parts in the
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process of cognitive processing of information. The concepts are mentioned not to be
accepted primitive. They should be accepted as units of structured knowledge. They
have their own structure.

The process of concept formation in the mind is carried out through a language. It
should be noted that the connection of the consciousness with the surrounding world
is also realized through the language.
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KOQNITIV LINQVISTIKA KONSEPSIiYASI.
XULASO

Konseptlorin ideal mahiyyoti onlar1 maddi sayilan dil isarslorindon forqlondirir.
Onlar bizim siilurumuza moxsusdurlar, yoni ki, insan beynindo mdvcud olan
konseplor sirf oqli sociyys dasiyir. Onlar insan psixikasinda otraf alomin ayri-ayri
fragmentlorinin, yaxud aspektlorinin “daxili” niimayondoloridr, yoni onlar bizim
daxilimizdadir.

Konseptlor tamamilo tofokkiir vo nitq foaliyyati aktlart zamani miihafizo olunan,
aktivlogon va istifads edilon bilik hissalori kimi qabul olunur. Konseptlorin tohlil
olunmas1 miimkiin olmayan, informasiyanin koqnitiv iglonmasi prosesindo daha kigik
hissolora boliine bilmoyan mona vahidloridir.

Stiurda anlayisin formalagmasi prosesi dil vasitosilo hayata kecirilir. Qeyd etmak
lazimdir ki, stiurun otraf alomlo alaqgesi do dil vasitosilo hoyata kegirilir. Nitqdo foal
istirak edon, molumat miibadilosi aparan dil, miisahido funksiyasini yerino yetirmok
liclin stiurun mozmunu agilir. Lakin bazi alimlorin fikrinco, stiurun dillo olagesi
xlisusi linqvistik siiur kimi gorh edils bilar.
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Acar sozlar: anlayis, beyin, yaddas, dil¢ilik, molumat, bilik

KOHIENIHUS KOrHUTUBHOM JIMHIBUCTUKH.
PE3IOME

WneanpHas mpupoia MOHITHIA OTIMYAET UX OT MaTEPUATBHBIX SI3LIKOBBIX 3HAKOB.
OHM mNpHHAUICKAT HAIIEMY CO3HAHUIO, TO €CTh MOHATHUS, CYIIECTBYIOIIHE B
YEIIOBEYECKOM  MO3Ty, SBJSIOTCS  YHCTO MEHTalIbHBIMU. OHH  SBISIOTCS
«BHYTPEHHHMH» TPEICTABUTEISIME  OTICIBHBIX (parMEeHTOB WIJIM  aclEKTOB
OKPY’KAIOIIET0 MUPa B IICHXUKE YEIIOBEKA, TO €CTh HAXO/ISATCSl BHYTPH HAC.

[ToHATHST paccMaTpPUBAIOTCA KaK YacTH 3HaHUHM, KOTOPbIE COXPaHSIOTCS,
AKTUBH3UPYIOTCS M HCIIOJNB3YIOTCS MEITUKOM B TPOIECCEe MBICIUTEIIEHON U pedeBOU
NesTeabHOCTH. KOHIENTh — 3TO CMBICIOBBIC €IUHHMIIBI, KOTOPhIE HEBO3MOXHO
MPOAHATM3UPOBATH U Pa3JICIUTh HA 0OJiee MEJIKME YacTH B MPOIECCe KOTHUTHBHOM
00paboTku nHopmaIuu.

[Tponiecc hopMUpOBaHUS IOHUMAHUS B CO3HAHUH OCYIIECTBISICTCS OCPEICTBOM
sa3pika. Clenyer OTMETHTh, YTO CBSI3b CO3HAHHUS C OKPYKAIOIIUM MHUPOM
OCYIICCTBIISICTCS TAKXKE IOCPEIACTBOM s3bIKa. AKTHBHO Y4YacTBYsS B peyH,
oOMeHMBasCh HMH(pOpMAIMEl, S3bIK PACKPBIBACT COJCPKAHUE CO3HAHMS IS
BBITIOJTHEHUST (QYHKIUM HaOmoneHus. OHaKo, M0 MHEHHI0 HEKOTOPBIX YYCHBIX,
CBS3b MEXIY CO3HAaHHEM U S3bIKOM MOXHO TPaKTOBaTh Kak 0C000€ S3BIKOBOE
CO3HaHHUE.

KiroueBble cjioBa: MOHMMaHuE, MO3T, MaMsATh, JTUHTBHCTHKA, WHOpMAaIus,
3HAHMUS.
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